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Scholarships Available
Application deadline is February 10

Dakota Energy believes strongly in the future of area students 
and takes pride in helping develop rural leaders. To recognize 
the achievements of these students and future leaders, Dakota 
Energy is offering $5,000 of scholarships to qualifying high 
school seniors. 

COOPERATIVE SCHOLARSHIPS:
• $1,000 for a future line worker attending Mitchell Technical 

Institute’s (MTI) Power Line & Maintenance program 
• $1,000 for a future electrician attending MTI’s Electrical 

Construction and Maintenance program
• $1,000 Basin Electric/Dakota Energy scholarship
• Four $500 Dakota Energy scholarships for students 

attending a South Dakota university or technical school

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
To qualify, an applicant’s parent(s) must be a member of Dakota 
Energy Cooperative.

Applicants must be planning to be enrolled in a full-time 
undergraduate course of study at an accredited, two-year or 

four-year college, university or vocational/technical school. 
Scholarship recipients are selected based on academic record, 
leadership, school and community involvement, an appraisal 
from a counselor, advisor or instructor who knows the student 
well, and an essay. 

HOW DO I APPLY?
Scholarship applications are available at local high schools’ 
guidance advisors or on the cooperative’s website www.
dakotaenergy.coop. Applications are also available by emailing 
jdecker@dakotaenergy.coop or calling the office at 605-352-
8591.  Application deadline is February 10, 2023.

Submit applications to:
Jodene Decker
Dakota Energy Cooperative
PO Box 830
Huron, SD 57350
Email: jdecker@dakotaenergy.coop

DAKOTA ENERGY HAS CASH FOR COLLEGE OR 
TECHNICAL SCHOOL FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS



COMMUNITY

JANUARY 2023 | COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS   3

CONNECTIONS
ERATIVE

DAKOTA 
ENERGY 

(USPS No. 018-949)

Board President: Chase Binger, Hitchcock

Board of Directors
Todd Bushong, Tulare - Vice President
Neil Duxbury, Wessington - Secretary
Steve Peterson, Holabird - Treasurer
Tommy Baruth, Huron
Chad Dearborn, Miller
Bruce Micheel, Cavour
Nick Nemec, Holabird
Darrell Raschke, Huron

CEO/General Manager: Chad Felderman

Manager of Operations: Matt Zomer

Manager of Finance & Administration: Mike 
Moncur

Manager of Human Resources & 
Communications: Jodene Decker

Dakota Energy Cooperative Connections is 
the monthly publication for the members 
of Dakota Energy Cooperative, PO Box 830, 
40294 US Hwy 14, Huron, SD 57350. Members 
subscribe to Cooperative Connections as part 
of their electric cooperative membership. 
The purpose of Dakota Energy Cooperative 
Connections is to provide reliable, helpful 
information to electric cooperative members 
on electric cooperative matters and better 
rural living. 
Subscription information: Dakota Energy 
Cooperative members devote 50 cents 
from their monthly electric payments for a 
subscription. Non-member subscriptions are 
available for $12 annually. USPS No. 0819-949 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Huron, SD 57350.
Postmaster: Please send address changes 
to Dakota Energy Cooperative Connections, 
PO Box 830, Huron, SD 57350; telephone 
(605) 352-8591; fax (605) 524-7064; email 
dakotaenergy@dakotaenergy.coop

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

www.dakotaenergy.com
Facebook @dakotaenergy

Twitter @DakotaEC

HURON, SD 57350

DAKOTA ENERGY’S “LIGHTING THE WAY 
HOME” PARADE OF LIGHTS FLOAT

This year Dakota Energy’s Parade of Lights float was decorated for a candy kind of 
Christmas. Employee volunteers worked hard to put the float together and then were 
able to participate in Huron and Hitchcock’s parades on Nov. 25 & 26.

DEC’s float won the “Best Lighted” category in Huron’s Parade of Lights.  This was the 
third straight year that DEC’s float won this category!
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Tips to use your 
electric blanket wisely

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your 
local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your 
poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must 
include your name, age, mailing address and the names of 
your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Weston Kling
Weston Kling, age 7, urges equipment operators to 
always lower augers to accommodate for overhead power 
lines. Weston is the son of Tyler and Alexis Kling of 
Rapid City. Th ey are members of West River Electric 
based in Wall.

Heating pads and electric blankets cause around 500 
fi res throughout the U.S. each year. Almost all of these fi res 
involve electric blankets more than 10 years old. 

Learn how to stay safe and injury-free. 
• Heating appliances should never be left unattended or 

used while sleeping.
• Do not plug electric blankets into an extension cord or 

power strip, as they could overheat and cause a fi re.
• Look for dark, charred, or frayed spots or electrical cords 

that are cracked or frayed. Replace any worn or old heating 
pads or electric blankets.

• Never fold electric blankets when in use. Folded or 
tucked-in electric blankets could overheat and cause a fi re.

• When purchasing electronics, including electric blankets, 
be sure to only purchase from reputable retailers. Purchase 
devices that have been approved by a nationally recognized 
testing laboratory.

• Do not allow anything to rest on top of a heating pad or 
electric blanket when it is in use. It may cause the device to 
overheat.

• Th ere are two types of personal heating appliances: 
electric blankets and heating pads that are placed directly on 
the mattress. Th ey are not meant to be used interchangeably 
or at the same time. 

Be safe around power lines

CO-OP LEADERS SERVE THEIR 
MEMBERS AND CONSTITUENTS

    Ryan Maher is both a state senator and a board member at 
Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative in Timber Lake. He is one of 
three cooperative leaders who play unique roles in serving their 
co-op consumers while also serving their constituents as state 
lawmakers during the legislative session in Pierre.
 To view the comments and insights 
of these lawmakers and learn more 
about how electric cooperatives work to 
improve our communities, visit Cooper-
ative Connections Plus by scanning the 
QR code at right.

Gums wins Connections 
annual recipe contest

Lily Gums of Clear Lake 
has been selected winner 
of the annual Cooperative 
Connections member
recipe contest.

 Gums submitted a 
beverage recipe she calls 
“Swamp Water” that was 
published in the April 2022 
issue of the magazine. 
She received a $25 gift 
card for her submission. 
Congratulations, Lily!

She is a member of H-D 
Electric Cooperative based 
in Clear Lake.
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SUPER SUPER 
SOUPSSOUPS

Please send your favorite recipes to 
your local electric cooperative (address 
found on Page 3). Each recipe printed 
will be entered into a drawing for a 
prize in December 2023. All entries must 
include your name, mailing address, 
phone number and cooperative name.

VEGGIE CHEESE SOUP
Ingredients:
1/3 c. shredded carrots 
1/3 c. chopped celery 
3/4 c. broccoli fl owerettes (fresh 

or frozen) 
2 tbsp. diced onion 
1/4 c. butter or margarine
6 tbsp. fl our 
2 c. chicken broth 
2 c. milk 
2 c. Velveeta cheese, cubed

METHOD 
Cook carrots, celery and broccoli 
in 1 cup water until tender crisp. 
Saute onions in butter. Add 
fl our to blend. Add milk and stir 
to make white sauce then add 
cheese and stir until melted. Add 
chicken broth and vegetables 
in remaining water. Blend until 
smooth. 
Nancy Stenson, Fort Pierre

CHICKEN FAJITA SOUP
Ingredients:
1 tbsp. oil
1 med. green bell pepper, cut 

into 1/2-inch chunks
1 med. red bell pepper, cut into 

1/2-inch chunks
1 sm. onion, fi nely chopped
3 tbsp. tomato paste
1 lb. boneless skinless chicken 

breasts, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
1 pkg. McCormick® Organics 

Fajita Seasoning Mix
3 c. chicken stock
1 can (14.5 ounces) petite diced 

tomatoes, drained
1 c. frozen corn
1 c. tortilla strips

METHOD 
Heat oil in large saucepan or 
Dutch oven on medium-high 
heat. Add peppers and onion; 
cook and stir 2 minutes. Add 
tomato paste; cook and stir 
2 minutes. Stir in chicken, 
Seasoning Mix, stock, tomatoes 
and corn. Bring to boil. Reduce 
heat; simmer 20 minutes or until 
chicken is cooked through. Ladle 
soup into bowls. Sprinkle with 
tortilla strips. Serve with desired 
toppings.
mccormick.com

CHEESEBURGER SOUP
Ingredients:
2 lbs. ground beef or ground 

chuck
2 carrots, chopped
1/2 med. onion chopped
1/2 stalk celery, chopped
5 med. peeled potatoes, 

chopped
4 c. turkey or chicken broth
3 c. half and half
1 tsp. poultry seasoning
2 tsp. garlic powder
1 lb. Velveeta cheese, chunked
2 tbsp. butter
salt and pepper to taste

METHOD 
Brown ground meat in large pot. 
Drain and return to pot. Add 
butter, onion, carrots, celery and 
potatoes. Cook for 5 minutes. 
Add broth, poultry seasoning, 
garlic powder and continue 
cooking until vegetables are 
tender. Add half and half and 
Velveeta cheese and continue 
heating until cheese has melted. 
Salt and pepper to taste. 
Kathleen Meier, Firesteel
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SPOTLIGHTS

STOCKTEN WALTER
Q&A W/ DAKOTA ENERGY’S APPRENTICE 
LINE WORKER

How long have you been working with Dakota Energy?
I have worked for Dakota Energy since May 17, 2021.

What does your job entail?
I work maintaining the power lines and providing service 
to the consumers. 

What do you love most about Dakota Energy?
Let’s me give back to the rural community by helping 
provide power to them.

What’s the most interesting thing you’ve learned since 
starting work at Dakota Energy?
I have learned more in-depth how the power systems work.

How would you describe Dakota Energy in three 
words? Family, Work, Happy.

What motivates 
you to get up and 
go to work every 
day?
What motivates 
me is getting to 
work with people 
I like.

DARRELL RASCHKE
Q&A W/ ONE OF DAKOTA ENERGY’S 
EXCEPTIONAL BOARD MEMBERS

How long have you been a member of the Board? Why did 
you decide to join the Board?
I have been a board member since June 2022. I joined 
the board so I could better understand the operations of 
the Cooperative. 

What is the most exciting thing about serving as a Board 
Member?
The most exciting thing about serving is the learning process. 
Understanding the operation is an ongoing learning process. 

What are the most exciting opportunities you see ahead for 
DEC? The energy industry?
As I see it, the opportunities for growth, although our area is 
not experiencing much growth, with the pandemic. I feel we 
are doing well and will be helping the community grow. 

What’s a favorite memory from your time serving on the board?
Being welcomed to the board. 

What are some things DEC member-owners may not know 
about being a board member?
It’s a continuing learning process.

How do you describe the role of a Board Member?
My role as a board member is still in a learning process. 
Everything from generation to delivery to the end consumer. 

What’s your day 
job and how does 
that help you as a 
Board Member?
I am retired. As 
a manager of a 
sub-division of 
state government, 
my background 
fits very well with 
the functions of 
the board.
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The Board of Directors met on Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2022, with Directors Baruth, Binger, Dearborn, Duxbury, 
Micheel, Nemec, Peterson and Raschke present. Manager Felderman and Employees Decker, Hasart, Moncur, Picek 
and Zomer were present.

OCTOBER 2022

Year-to-Date Financial Report
 Oct-22 Year-to-Date
Total Revenue ................................$2,079,515 ..............................................$20,789,018
Cost of Power .................................$1,511,484 ..............................................$14,862,154
Operating Expenses ........................$671,501 ................................................ $5,954,176
Total Margins ....................................$195,643 ................................................ $2,219,811
KwH’s Purchased ...........................21,198,359 ..............................................206,354,564
Services in Place .......................................................................................................... 3,582
Miles of Line ................................................................................................................. 2,533
Members per Mile ........................................................................................................ 1.41

MANAGER’S REPORT
Manager Felderman reported on the 
following items:
• Monthly energy sales and revenue
• CRC dispatch update
• Basin Electric update 
• NextGen updates
• SD Electric Cooperatives Mutual Aid 

Plan

OFFICE SERVICES REPORT
Manager of Finance and Administration 
Moncur reported on the following items:
• Financial reports for September
• 2023 Budget
• Form 990
• FEMA update
• Capital credit retirement options
• New employee - assistant office 

manager

OPERATIONS REPORT
Manager of Operations Zomer reported 
on the following items:
• Construction, maintenance, and 

retirement activities
• Meter changes
• Changing rejected poles
• Installation of reactors on Highmore 

substation
• Glacial Lakes annual shutdown and 

oil sampling
• Tree trimmers are working in the 

Cavour area 
• Miller line crew is pulling poles 

for the City of Miller following 
their overhead to underground 
conversion

MEMBER SERVICES REPORT
Manager Felderman reported on the 
following items:
• Wiring department workload
• Potential hazards
• Load control program
• Meter testing

HUMAN RESOURCES/
COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
Manager of HR/Communications Decker 
reported on the following items:
• ACRE information
• Homecoming parades
• Volleyball game - JVC vs Sunshine 

Bible Academy
• Member Appreciation Lunch 

information
• Touchstone Energy Scholar of the 

Week Eric Ames

BOARD ACTION
The following items were acted upon:
• Accepted the reports presented.
• Approved new capital credit 

payment option for current 
member-consumers

• Appointed Raschke as voting 
delegate to Mid-West Electric Annual 
Meeting

• Approved donations
• Appointed Raschke as voting 

delegate and Bushong as alternate 
to Basin Annual Meeting. Directed 
delegate to vote against proposal 
to increase the revenue deferral 
amount to $500 million instead of 
previous $300 million

• Nominated Garry Dearborn for 
Legacy of Leadership nomination

• Approved revised/reviewed policies
• Approved 2023 General Budget
• Approved 2023 Board meeting 

dates

BOARD REPORTS
Director Raschke reported on East River’s 
October 2022 regular board meeting.
Director Peterson reported on SDREA
September 2022 regular board meeting.

Next monthly board meeting is 
December 20, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Huron office.
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Mobridge Ice Fishing Tournament 
off ers fun and friendly competition

ICE FISHING IN MOBRIDGE

Billy Gibson
editor@sdrea.coop   

Last fall, the world of competitive 
walleye fi shing was shaken with a star-
tling saga of deception and skulduggery 
worthy of a Tom Clancy novel.

Social media lit up showing the 
dramatic moment a tournament direc-
tor in Ohio shouted at the top of his 
lungs with horror and disgust: “We got 
weights in fi sh! We got weights in fi sh!”

Suspicion had long surrounded a pair 
of locals who ultimately got nabbed 
stuffi  ng lead weights down the gullets 
of their walleye. After the two sparked 
skepticism with a catch of nearly 36 lbs. 
- one-third heavier than the runners-up 
- the director gutted the fi sh right in 
front of the entire fi eld of wary compet-
itors and held aloft several shiny orbs 
the size of steel ping-pong balls.

Th e viral video received more than 10 
million views as cameras captured the 
chaotic scene with one of the accused 
hanging his head in shame (his partner 
had slithered away to his truck) while 
fellow competitors cursed and threat-
ened to infl ict bodily harm upon the sly 
anglers who were later indicted on four 
felony counts.

Vinson Dargatz is pretty sure nothing 
close to that degree of high drama will 
be replicated at the 22nd Annual Mo-
bridge Walleye Ice Fishing Tournament 
set for Jan. 14. Based on his experience 
participating in the event over the past 
12 years, this competition is more 
fi sherman-friendly and the atmosphere 
is much more focused on fun.

Dargatz, an apprentice electrician at 
Lake Region Electric based in Webster, 
has continued to make the four-hour 
trip from his home to Mobridge mostly 

because of the fellowship and the re-
laxed, laid-back vibe of the festivities.

He typically gets together with his 
two brothers and three cousins for 
the tournament that he describes as a 
“yearly ritual.” 

“We always have a lot of fun” he said. 
“We used to just bring a portable shack 
out on the ice and sit on some buckets 
while we fi shed. But now that we’ve 
gotten older, softer and a little smarter, 
we have an Ice Castle and we fi sh and 
hang out and grill some burgers.”

The annual Mobridge Ice Fishing Tournament attracts more than 1,000 avid cold-weather anglers. Photo by Mobridge Outdoors

Vinson Dargatz is shown with one of his 
prize catches.
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Dargatz confesses that the purchase of 
the 8 x 16-foot Ice Castle was actually 
his wife’s idea. When it’s time for an 
outdoor fi shing excursion, the entire 
family with two boys and a girl always 
likes to come along. And mom insists 
on having adequate accommodations.

But Dargatz said when it comes to 
the annual winter escapes to Mobridge 
with the fellas, the family has to fi nd 
something else to do. Besides, the town 
already doubles in size during tour-
nament weekend and if every angler 
brought hangers-on in tow, Mobridge 
might expand to the size of Sioux Falls.

FILLED TO CAPACITY
Lately, the walleye population is 

standing less of a chance for surviv-
al against the increasing number of 
competitors testing their luck and skill 
in the annual tournament. Th e fi eld has 
ballooned to the point of being capped 
at 551 two-person teams with fi shermen 
swarming in from 16 diff erent states. 

Only so many humans can be stuff ed 
into the town’s expo center where the 
group events are held.

All of these developments have bewil-
dered Jeff  Jackson, one of the tourna-
ment’s founders and owner of the Wran-
gler Inn in Mobridge. He recalls more 
than two decades ago sitting around the 
table with a group of town leaders who 
were trying to fi gure out a way to attract 
visitors to the area and capitalize on 
all the outdoor adventure the Missouri 

River and Lake Oahe have to off er.
In the fi rst year, 50 eager contenders 

were lured to the event by the oppor-
tunity to claim the super grand prize 
of a Mr. Heater. Th ese days, the prize 
list represents more than $225,000 
in assorted items such as Ice Castles, 
four-wheelers, a Polaris Ranger, clam 
shacks, $8,000 worth of outdoor gear 
from Scheel’s and Runnings, and more.

Anglers can keep their spot in the 
fi eld if they register early in mid-July, 
otherwise their spot will be thrown into 
a lottery. Th ree guaranteed positions are 
drawn each year for those who par-
ticipate in the town’s summer fi shing 
tournament, the Annual Denny Palmer 
Memorial Walleye Classic. Th ree spots 
are auctioned off  on Ebay, which typi-
cally fetch up to $4,000 apiece, while a 

fi nal spot is raffl  ed off .
Last year’s winners were Travis Berg-

strom and Tate Merchant, who regis-
tered four fi sh weighing a total of 15.8 
lbs. including one lunker that tipped the 
scales at 9.33 lbs. Jason Converse and 
Josh Spilde fi nished second with fi ve fi sh 
weighing in at 13.4 lbs.

Dargatz already has the July 2023 
registration date on his calendar and 
reminder notifi cations set to make sure 
he doesn’t miss out. He’s anticipating 
another adventurous outing in this year’s 
tourney.

“I think it’s great for the town to have 
so many people visiting and spending 
money. It’s pretty wild that a small town 
can pull something like that together. 
Th ey run it like a well-oiled machine and 
make sure everyone has a good time.”

Number of two-person 
fi shing teams competing 

551
in last year’s Mobridge 
Ice Fishing Tournament

The Mobridge Ice Fishing Tournament draws eager competitors from 16 diff erent states. 
Photo by Travel South Dakota

ICE FISHING IN MOBRIDGE
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Are you ready for an all-expense 
paid trip to Washington D.C.?

Who can apply?
Junior or senior students who attend a public,   

private or home school are eligible to participate. 
DEC membership is not required.

Submit an application and all required 
attachments by March 1, 2023

Dakota Energy Cooperative 
is sponsoring two high school 
juniors or seniors from our 
service area for the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour. This is an all-expense 
paid trip to Washington D.C. from 
June 17-23, 2023.  
Applications can be downloaded at 
https://www.dakotaenergy.coop/com-
munity/youth-tour or picked up at a 
Dakota Energy office or your high school 
guidance counselor.

CAPITAL CREDITS
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You have probably never thought 
about it, but your water heater 
works hard all year round to make 
sure your family can take hot 
showers, rinse caked-on food off of 
dishes and wash your clothes at any 
temperature you choose. 

During the winter, however, the 
water heater works even harder. 
Cold weather means it has to 
spend extra energy to heat water. 

Extra showers, laundry and dirty dishes 
during the holiday season mean heating more tanks of 
water to keep up. 

So don’t ignore it. Like any appliance, your water 
heater needs attention and maintenance to stay in good 
working condition. 

TAKE A LOOK 
Most homeowners do not look at their water heater 

until there’s a problem, but a glance every now and 
then could keep those problems at bay. If the outside of 
the tank is rusting or if water is leaking from it or you 
see rusty water stains on the floor surrounding it, call a 
plumber right away. 

RESET THE TEMPERATURE 
It’s easier than you think to accidentally raise or 

lower the temperature setting on a water heater, just 
by knocking it with a mop while you’re cleaning the 
floor, for example. Verify that the appliance is set to 
120 degrees. You’ll notice a difference in the water 
temperature in the shower if it’s too low or too high. 

INSULATE THE WATER HEATER 
Insulating the pipes and tanks will keep heat inside 

the tank and prevent it from escaping into the air. 
Consider investing in an inexpensive water heater 
blanket, usually made from foil or fiberglass. It could 
reduce standby heat loss by 25% to 45% saving you 7% 
to 16% on annual water heating costs. 

CALL FOR SERVICE 
An annual flush will remove sediment and minerals 

that can build up in the tank and reduce the water 
heater’s efficiency and life span.

Sin et, culpa conserunt et doloriatur simet 
abore nestiae ea doluptias aut omnisci

DON’T IGNORE 
YOUR HOME’S 
WATER HEATER
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Billy Gibson
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop   

Mental health counselors have 
discovered that seasonal affective 
disorder can be much more than just 
a harmless case of the blahs - it’s a real 
condition that afflicts millions of people 
when the daylight diminishes and the 
temps turn colder.

They also agree that one way to 
defend against the winter doldrums is to 
get out of the house, embrace the crisp 
invigorating air and enjoy all the season 
has to offer.

It doesn’t take much time or effort 
to create a list of fun things to do 
to get the blood pumping and the 
spirit soaring. Stepping away from a 
stuffy den and going outside to build 
a snowman, hike a nature trail, roast 
marshmallows over a bonfire and 
engage in other activities with family 
and friends can help bring back some 

Winter adventure-seekers find 
wonder in the chilly outdoors

mental and emotional balance.
Nick Harrington of South Dakota 

Game, Fish and Parks said his 
department is eager to accommodate 
anyone looking to extract some fun 
from the chill of winter. 

Harrington notes that many of the 
state’s 50-plus public camping and 
recreation areas are open for attendance 
during the long winter months, 
although some facilities are closed in an 
effort to protect delicate nesting habitats 

for eagles and other species of wildlife.
Some comfort stations may close 

down during winter but the state 
has modern lodges available with 
amenities such as heaters and running 
water, including cabins, suites and 
group lodges for cold-weather outdoor 
vacationing.

Harrington said that while many 
vacationers from far and wide flock 
to South Dakota in the summertime, 
the state boasts more than 1,500 
miles of nature trails for cold-weather 
adventurists to discover and is one 

WINTER ADVENTURE

WINTER WINTER 
OUTDOOR FUN OUTDOOR FUN 
The chill of winter doesn’t keep outdoors enthusiasts from finding adventure at Farm Island Recreation Area. Photos by Travel South Dakota

Fat-tire biking in Spearfish Canyon



of the nation’s top attractions for 
snowmobiling, snowshoeing, hiking, 
fat-tire biking and many other 
off -season outdoor adventures.

“Some people just enjoy getting 
out in the cold weather. Th ey like the 
changing of the seasons we get in our 
region and they’re always looking for 
new opportunities to explore what we 
have to off er without a lot of crowds,” 
Harrington said. “It’s already a beautiful 
state, but winter really changes the look 
of the landscape and is a big draw for 
many people looking for outdoor fun.”

World-renowned summertime 
attractions such as the iconic Mount 
Rushmore and Crazy Horse destinations 
take on an entirely diff erent appeal 
during the snowy season. Th e Badlands 
geological formations, Ponderosa pine 
forests, open prairies, secluded lakes and 

scenic waterways become even more 
alluring for landscape photographers, 
bird-watchers, hikers and wildlife 
enthusiasts when set against a charming 
and aesthetically pleasing wintry 
backdrop. 

One of the most highly-attended 
state park destinations during both 
the summer and winter is Custer State 
Park with its 71,000 acres of trails, 
spectacular vistas and pristine lakes. 
Th e site is open year-round and during 
winter off ers a wide array of things to 
see and do.

But there is still lots to explore across 
the state, including the more centrally 
situated Farm Island Recreation Area 
located four miles east of Pierre. 
Considered one of the park system’s 
best-kept secrets, Farm Island sits 
nestled along the banks of Lake Sharpe 

and the Missouri River and welcomes 
many winter guests who enjoy majestic 
glowing sunsets, ice fi shing, eight miles 
of hiking trails, cross-country skiing and 
exploring the perfect natural habitat for 
birdwatching. Th ere’s also RV, primitive 
and cabin camping opportunities 
available.

For more ideas on how to plan 
trip and shake off  the winter blues, 
check out this handy guide: www.
travelsouthdakota.com/winter.

And after deciding on your winter 
vacation plans, don’t forget to pack the 
following along with the rest of your 
cold-weather gear:

• Wool base layer
• Fleece mid-layer
• Windproof outer layer
• Waterproof boots
• Warm hat, scarf, gloves and socks.
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Time spent outdoors during the winter can be benefi cial to mental and physical well-being.

8 WINTER WONDERLANDS 
FOR OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

❄ Wind Cave National Park, 
 Hot Springs
❄ Snake Creek Recreation 

Area, Platte
❄ Palisades State Park, 
 Garretson
❄ Custer State Park Spur, 
 Custer
❄ Randall Creek SRA, 
 Pickstown
❄ Pelican Lake, 
 Pelican Township
❄ Farm Island SRA, 
 Pierre
❄ Oakwood Lakes State Park, 

Bruce

WINTER ADVENTURE
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Billy Gibson
billy.gibson@sdrea.coop   

Habitat for Humanity homes have 
walls that can talk. Well, they don’t 
actually vocalize, but they do carry 
messages of hope and inspiration.

Th ere’s a time-honored tradition that 
calls for Habitat volunteers to take a 
break from their carpentry work and 
jot down personal notes on studs and 
sheets of plywood before the materials 
are nailed into place. 

Th e simple scribblings are intended to 
infuse the space with messages of hope, 
harmony and good fortune showered 
upon those family members who will 
soon call the dwelling home.

“May all who enter this home as 
guests, leave as family,” reads one brief 
affi  rmation rendered in green with a fat 
felt-tipped marker.

“Smile through the darkness. It 
will always bring light,” reads another 
message of encouragement.

Some notes are based on Biblical 
scriptures: “Walk by faith, not by sight.”

Habitat for Humanity builds homes 
and hope one family at a time

Still others recite Bible verses 
verbatim such as John 3:16, Jeremiah 
29:11 and other familiar passages that 
share the promise of a bountiful future.

School-age volunteers are also quick 
to get in on the act. While the adults are 
busy at work with nail guns and power 
saws, the kids are taking permanent 
markers and drawing colorful images 
of sunbeams, fl owers, hearts, backyard 
playgrounds, church crosses and 
whatever comes to mind. Inside the 
walls of one Habitat home in Mitchell 
there happens to be a sketch of a Happy 
Meal from McDonald’s, complete with 
a fully-dressed hamburger, fries and a 
drink.

If nothing else, these personal 
postings serve as reminders of the 
passion that Habitat volunteers put into 
their work.

Bon Homme Yankton Electric Board 
Member Rick Cheloha currently has 
a compensated “retirement job” as 
a construction supervisor with his 
local affi  liate but plans to step down 
soon and continue on as a volunteer. 

Before moving to Tabor several years 
ago, he volunteered with the affi  liate 
in Columbus, Neb., while working 
full-time as a construction manager 
with Loupe River Electric.

“I’ve been involved in 10 projects and 
none of them would have been possible 
without the help of volunteers and 
others who support the program in so 
many ways. Some people think we build 
free houses, but that’s not true. Th ey 
have to pay for the house, but they can 
quality for a zero percent loan.”  

Patrick Soukup, manager of member 
services and marketing at Central 
Electric in Mitchell, is president of his 
local Habitat affi  liate. Mitchell Regional 
HFH is one of eight affi  liates in 
South Dakota, representing the global 
program that was founded in 1976 and 
serves in all 50 states and 70 countries.

Soukup said the Mitchell crew is on 
the cusp of completing its ninth home. 
He remembers the smile on the faces 
of new homeowner Sonja Wells and 
her family when they participated in a 
“nail pounding” ceremony during the 
construction process last November. 

Volunteers, family members and 
supporters were on hand as Fr. Yamato 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
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Habitat for Humanity is active in all 50 states and 70 countries around the world. Photos by Habitat for Humanity
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Icochea prayed over the property, the 
Wells family and the many participants 
who donated their time and resources to 
make the project come to fruition.

Soukup said he is sold on the merits 
of the ecumenical Christian housing 
ministry, which conducts thorough 
screenings of housing candidates 
and requires homeowners to invest 
considerable “sweat equity” into the 
homebuilding projects.

“It’s very fulfi lling for everyone 
involved to see a home build take shape 
and to see so many people put their 

hearts and souls into something like 
this to improve the lives of others. It 
really makes a diff erence, it has a direct 
impact, and you can get a sense of that 
as you get to know the homeowners 
and the volunteers during the diff erent 
stages in the process.”

Local HFH affi  liates apply some 
creativity to raise funds for their 
projects. Th e Mitchell affi  liate holds an 
annual plant sale in the town square. 
Th e Brookings affi  liate stages an annual 
gala called “Nail the Runway” which is 
billed as a “construction-based fashion 
show with a twist.” Th e twist happens 
to be that all fashions must be designed 
from raw construction materials.

Participants try their best to strut 
down the runway with grace while 
outfi tted in pieces of tile, wood, 
landscaping fabric, wallpaper, nails 
and anything else they can drag out of 
the tool shed. Th is year’s event is set 
for March 18 at the Swiftel Center in 
Brookings.

Dan McColley is Executive Director 
and Lead Mission Offi  cer for the 
Brookings HFH. He admits that he 
stole – um, “admired and acquired” - 
the fashion show idea from an affi  liate 
in Rochester, MN. McColley got his 
start with HFH as a volunteer at the 
Northwoods ReStore in Bemidji, MN. 
He gave up his fi nancially rewarding 
day job as an operations manager to 

join Habitat full-time and relocated to 
Brookings six years ago.

For McColley, his work with Habitat 
is very personal. He chokes up when 
describing how his father and mother 
worked multiple jobs to make ends 
meet for the family of seven.

“We would have qualifi ed for a 
Habitat home,” he said, noting that 
the Brookings group has approved 84 
homeowners since 1995. “If I can do 
anything to lift that burden for another 
family, that’s what this job means to 
me. Every day, it’s coming to work and 
trying to give others an opportunity to 
have the benefi t of home ownership. We 
celebrate what we’ve done, then we look 
for ways to do more.”

One family that stands out 
for McColley involved a mother 
and daughter who lived together. 
Th e daughter required ADA 
accommodations.

“She told us she needed soft carpeting 
because her wheelchair wouldn’t fi t 
through the front door and she got 
rug burns having to crawl around the 
house,” he said. “We were able to build 
a home that was ADA compliant where 
she could use her wheelchair, open 
cabinets easily and cook without getting 
burned. Th e work we do transforms 
the lives of our homebuyers, our staff , 
our donors, our volunteers and our 
communities.”

Above/left, Patrick Soukup works at the Mitchell Regional HFH plant sale, while volunteers write special messages to future homeowners. 

The annual “Nail the Runway” event staged 
by the Brookings Area HFH is a “fashion show 
with a twist.”

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY



To have your event 
listed on this page, send 
complete information, 
including date, event, 
place and contact to your 
local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, 
address and daytime 
telephone number. 
Information must be 
submitted at least eight 
weeks prior to your 
event. Please call ahead 
to confirm date, time and 
location of event. 

Note: Please make sure 
to call ahead to verify the 
event is still being held.

REGISTER TO WIN!
Bring this coupon and mailing label to the Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives booth in LaCroix Hall 
at the Black Hills Stock Show to win an electric snow blower!

Your Phone Number: __________________________________________________
Your E-mail Address: __________________________________________________

JAN. 27 - FEB. 4, 2023
Black Hills Stock Show & Rodeo
800 San Francisco St.
Rapid City, SD
605-355-3861

JAN. 1
American Legion Post 15 
Pancake Breakfast 
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
South Dakota Military Heritage 
Alliance Building 
1600 W. Russell St.
Sioux Falls, SD

JAN. 13-14
ON YOUR FEET! THE MUSICAL
Show Dates: 
Jan. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 14, 2 p.m. 
Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD

JAN. 14
Coats for Kids Bowling 
Tournament 
Registration Starts at 1 p.m.
$80 for a four-person team
Meadowood Lanes
Rapid City, SD
605-393-2081 

JAN. 14
Chinook Days 
Winter Carnival
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Big Hill
Spearfi sh, SD

JAN. 20
Rapid Valley UMC 
Soup Supper
4:30 p.m.-7 p.m.
Rapid City, SD

JAN. 21
Lakota Games on Ice
1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Mitchell Prehistoric Indian Village
Mitchell, SD

JAN. 27-28
Annual Deadwood Pro 
Snocross Races
Jan. 27, 12:50 p.m.
Jan. 28, 8:25 a.m.
Days of ‘76 Rodeo Grounds
Deadwood, SD 

JAN. 27 - FEB. 4
Annual Black Hills Stock 
Show & Rodeo
Central States Fairgrounds and
The Monument
Tickets may be purchased 
online and at the gate
Rapid City, SD
605-355-3861

JAN. 28
K9 Keg Pull
On-site registration
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Deadwood Street by 
Outlaw Square 
Deadwood, SD

FEB. 3-4
TOOTSIE
Show Dates: 
Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 4, 2 p.m. 
Feb. 4, 7:30 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD

FEB. 10-11
Mardi Gras Weekend 
Mardi Gras Events & Parade 
sponsored by Deadwood 
Chamber of Commerce
Main Street
Deadwood, SD

FEB. 11
Songs of Romance
7:30 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD

MAR. 4
Annual Ag Day
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Washington Pavilion
Sioux Falls, SD


