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Cooperative
Principles

ENTER THE CONTEST FOR
A CHANCE TO WIN:
Monthly prize: $20 bill credit
Grand Prize: Nest Smart Thermostat
or Nest Camera
Each month, one of the Cooperative Principles will be featured in
the monthly newsletter, on Facebook and on our website.
To enter, Members can simply call 605-352-8591 or email your
name, account number, contact number and the month’s featured
“Cooperative Principle” to info@dakotaenergy.coop.
Your name will be included in a monthly drawing for a $20 bill
credit. The winner of each month will be entered into a Grand Prize
drawing to be awarded at each of the following events:
•€ 2020 Annual Meeting in June and
•€ 2020 Member Appreciation Lunch in October.

DAKOTA ENERGY COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS is
published monthly by Dakota Energy Cooperative, Inc., PO
Box 830, 40294 US Hwy 14 E., Huron, SD 57350-0830 for its
members. Members subscribe to Dakota Energy Cooperative
Connections as part of their electric cooperative membership. Dakota Energy Cooperative Connections’ purpose is to
provide reliable, helpful information to electric cooperative
members on matters pertaining to rural electrification and
better living.
Subscription information: Cooperative members devote 50
cents from their monthly electric payments for a subscription. Nonmember subscriptions are available for $12 annually.
USPS 018-949 Periodicals Postage Paid at Huron, SD, 57350
and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Dakota Energy
Cooperative Connections, PO Box 830, Huron, SD 57350.
TELEPHONE (605)352-8591: FAX (605) 524-7064; e-mail
dakotaenergy@ dakotaenergy.coop

All entries must be received by the last day of each month to be
eligible for the prizes.
Monthly winners will be announced in the newsletter, Facebook and
cooperative website.

JANUARY’S
COOPERATIVE
PRINCIPLE:
“VOLUNTARY AND OPEN MEMBERSHIP”

w www.dakotaenergy.com
G @dakotaenergy
U @DakotaEC
This institution is an equal opportunity provider &
employer

Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open to all persons able to use their services
and willing to accept the responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial,
political or religious discrimination.
Membership in Dakota Energy is voluntary and open to anyone who resides in our
service territory consisting mainly of Beadle, Hand and Hyde Counties and purchases
electric energy from Dakota Energy.
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SAFETY TIPS

Space Heater Safety
Heating equipment is the second leading cause of home
fires in the United States. More
than 65,000 home fires are
attributed to heating equipment
each year. These fires result in
hundreds of deaths, thousands
of injuries and millions of dollars
in property damage.
Portable electric space heaters
can be a convenient source of
supplemental heat for your home
in cold weather. Unfortunately,
they can pose significant fire
and electric shock hazards if not
used properly. Fire and electrical
hazards can be caused by space
heaters without adequate safety
features, space heaters placed
near combustibles, or space
heaters that are improperly plugged in.
Safety should always be a top consideration when using
space heaters. Here are some tips for keeping your home
safe and warm when it’s cold outside:
ð Make sure your space heater has the label showing
that it is listed by a recognized testing laboratory.
ð Before using any space heater, read the manufacturer’s
instructions and warning labels carefully.
ð Inspect heaters for cracked or broken plugs or loose
connections before each use. If frayed, worn or
damaged, do not use the heater.
ð Never leave a space heater unattended. Turn it off
when you’re leaving a room or going to sleep, and
don’t let pets or children play too close to a space
heater.
ð Space heaters are only meant to provide supplemental
heat and should never be used to warm bedding, cook
food, dry clothing or thaw pipes.
ð Install smoke alarms on every floor of your home and
outside all sleeping areas and test them once a month.
ð Proper placement of space heaters is critical. Heaters
must be kept at least three feet away from anything
that can burn, including papers, clothing and rugs.
ð Locate space heaters out of high traffic areas and
doorways where they may pose a tripping hazard.
ð Plug space heaters directly into a wall outlet. Do not
use an extension cord or power strip, which could
overheat and result in a fire. Do not plug any other
electrical devices into the same outlet as the heater.
ð Place space heaters on level, flat surfaces. Never place
heaters on cabinets, tables, furniture, or carpet, which
can overheat and start a fire.
ð Always unplug and safely store the heater when it is
not in use.
Source: esfi.org
4
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Getting Involved
The state legislatures of both
Minnesota and South Dakota
convened in early January. Need
to contact your legislator while in
Pierre or Saint Paul? Here’s how:

Contacting Members
of South Dakota’s
Legislature:
Go to http://sdlegislature.gov/ From there, you can search your
senator or representatives, see the committees which they are
assigned and send them an email. Need to reach them by phone?
You can call and leave a message with the Senate at 605-773-3821
or with the House of Representatives at 605-773-3851. You can
also send a fax to 605-773-6806.

Contacting Minnesota Legislators:
For contact information on Minnesota house members,
visit:

https://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members
For contact information on Minnesota senators, visit:

http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members

KIDS CORNER SAFETY POSTER

“Don’t let anything get near your extension
cords!”
Sierra Staufacker, 9 years old

Sierra is the daughter of Cory and Staci Staufacker,
Balaton, Minn. They are members of Lyon-Lincoln
Electric Cooperative, Tyler, Minn.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local
electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster
is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must include your
name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents.
Colored drawings are encouraged.

RECIPES
Recipe and photo courtesy
mccormick.com/recipes

Bountiful Brunch
Pineapple-Zucchini Bread
3 eggs

3 cups flour

2 cups sugar

1 tsp. salt

2 tsp. vanilla

1 tsp. soda

1 cup oil

1 cup crushed pineapple,
drained

2 cups peeled and grated
zucchini

Beat eggs, sugar, vanilla and oil. Mix in zucchini and dry ingredients;
stir well. Fold in pineapple. Bake at 350°F. for 1 hour. Makes 2 loaves.
Geraldine Dahlin, Beresford, SD

Apple Pie Breakfast Bake
2 cans refrigerated French
bread

1 (14 oz.) can sweetened
condensed milk

1 cup butter, melted

1 tsp. apple pie spice

1 (21 oz.) can apple pie filling 1 tsp. vanilla
Bake loaves as directed on can; cool 20 minutes. Cut 1-1/2 loaves
into 1/2-inch cubes to equal 7-1/2 cups. Reserve remaining 1/2 loaf
for another use. Increase oven temperature to 375°F. In a 9x13-inch
glass baking dish, evenly layer melted butter, apple pie filling and
bread cubes. In a medium bowl, stir together milk, apple pie spice
and vanilla. Pour over bread, pushing bread down to absorb liquid.
Bake 25 to 30 minutes or until deep golden brown and bubbly. Cool
15 minutes. Serve warm with maple syrup. (Note: You may also use
day-old French bread cut into 1/2-inch cubes.)

Breakfast Casserole
1 (8 oz.) can crescent rolls

1-1/2 cups shredded cheese

1 (16 oz.) pkg. bulk sausage,
cooked and drained

8 eggs, lightly beaten

16 to 32 oz. hash brown
potatoes, depending on
number of servings desired

1/2 cup milk
1 pkg. country-style gravy
mix, prepared according to
package directions

Press crescent rolls in a lightly greased 9x13-inch pan. Spread with
sausage crumbles and veggies. Layer hash browns on top. Sprinkle
with cheese. Combine eggs with milk; pour over all. Spread on gravy.
Bake at 325°F. for 1 hour or until cooked through in the middle.
Kim Jost, Agar, SD

6 T. butter, softened, divided 2 ripe peaches, halved and
pitted
2 T. light brown sugar
2 ripe plums, halved and
1 tsp. cinnamon, ground
pitted
3/4 cup quick-cooking oats
Mix butter, brown sugar and cinnamon in a medium bowl. Reserve
2 T.; set aside. Add oats to remaining butter mixture, stirring until
well blended. Brush fruit with reserved butter mixture. Place
cut-side down on grill over medium heat. Tent with foil or close grill
lid. Grill 2 minutes or until grill marks appear. Turn fruit cut-side
up; spoon oat mixture evenly on top of each piece. Return foil
tent or close lid. Grill 3 minutes longer or until fruit is tender and
topping is crisp. Serve topped with whipped cream or ice cream,
if desired. Cooking over a campfire? Place grill grate over top of
campfire. Grill fruit as directed, rearranging hot coals as needed to
maintain even direct heat. Makes 4 servings
Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 290, Total Fat 18g, Fiber 3g,
Cholesterol 45mg, Sodium 137mg, Carbohydrates 29g, Protein 3g
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Omelet in a Bag
2 large eggs

Green pepper, diced

Ham or bacon pieces

Mushrooms, chopped

Onion, chopped

Grated cheese

Tomato, diced

Jean Osterman, Wheaton, MN

Diced onion, green pepper
and mushrooms, optional

Grilled Fruit with Cinnamon
Oatmeal Crumble

Give each guest a quart-size Ziploc freezer bag and have them write
their name on the bag with a permanent marker. Crack 2 eggs into
each bag (not more than 2). Shake to combine them. Put out a variety
of ingredients and let each guest choose what they want in their
omelet. Shake the bag. Zip the bag after making sure to get all the air
out. Bring a large kettle of water to a full rolling boil. Place the bags
into the water. When the water begins to boil again, boil for exactly
14 minutes. You can usually cook 6 to 8 omelets at a time. For more,
make another kettle of boiling water. Open bags and the omelet will
roll out easily. Serve with fresh fruit and coffee cake.
Roxanna Streckfuss, Mansfield, SD

Please send your favorite seafood, appetizer and beverage
recipes to your local electric cooperative (address found on
Page 3). Each recipe printed will be entered into a drawing
for a prize in June 2020. All entries must include your name,
mailing address, telephone number and cooperative name.

February 2020 | Cooperative Connections
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HEALTH

Avera Offers Farm and Rural
Stress Hotline
As a resource for people in many
Midwestern communities struck by
flooding, wet conditions, and a volatile ag
environment, Avera Health has created the
Farm and Rural Stress Hotline.

Avera is a 60-year regional leader in
behavioral health services and offers a full
continuum of services from psychiatry
to outpatient therapy and counseling,
inpatient care and addiction services.

Farmers, ranchers and people who live
in rural communities can call 1-800-6914336 24 hours a day. The call is free and
confidential. The hotline is staffed by
trained assessment counselors who put
callers in touch with local mental health
resources. Avera is one of only a few health
systems nationwide with a hotline similar
to this.

“If you or someone you love is
experiencing extreme sadness, anger,
frustration, anxiety or hopelessness, we
encourage you to call,” Stanley added.

“Farmers are expected to be tough, but
that ‘pull-yourself-up-by-the-bootstraps’
mentality is so unfair to them,” said
Matthew Stanley, DO, Clinical Vice
President for the Avera Behavioral Health
Service Line. “Mental health care in our
rural population is what we specialize in
and we want our agricultural friends to
know that we are here for them.”

6

South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem recorded
a Public Service Announcement (PSA)
about the hotline saying, “I farmed
and ranched for many years in South
Dakota, but what we are seeing now are
historically tough times. Flood damage,
wet fields, a difficult and unpredictable ag
environment. It can all add up to a heavy
burden of stress.”
“This is the third year in a row of net farm
income decline, and input prices keep
going up, making work in agriculture that
much harder,” said Jim Woster, a longtime
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ag-business consultant who serves as
an advocate for farmers and ranchers in
South Dakota. “Those hard times build
up.”
Woster said that despite the stoicism rural
folks are known for, he believes the hotline
will be an effective resource. “Today’s
farms are often partnerships between
wives and husbands and children,” Woster
said. “If this hotline can help just one
person, it’ll be worth it.”
Stress and related mental health concerns
should never cost you your life. If you feel
overwhelmed or need help navigating the
possible signs of depression, anxiety or
other issues, call the 24/7 Farm and Rural
Stress Hotline at 1-800-691-4336. Or you
can call the National Suicide Hotline at
1-800-273-8255.
Source: Avera.org/services/behavioralhealth/farmer-stress-hotline/

YOUTH

Join the FUN!

#YTDCSD2020
June 18-25, 2020
(Best of all, it’s free thanks
to your local electric
cooperative!)

TEENS:

Head to D.C. This Summer for FREE!
Attention all area high school sophomore, junior or senior students: Here is your
chance of a lifetime to experience an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C., June
18-25.
What makes electric cooperatives different from other utilities is that “giving
something back to the community” is part of their business plan. Why do electric
cooperatives bring high school students to Washington? Because it is important to
learn about the political process to interact with your government. The student who
wins one of the trips will walk away from this week as a better leader and a sense that
they can make a difference.
The Rural Electric Youth Tour has brought high school students to Washington,
D.C., every June since the late 1950s. Students compete for slots for this unique
opportunity and are selected for this program by their local electric cooperative.
The featured speakers during National Youth Day provide insight to the important
roles electric cooperatives play in their community. Students gain a personal
understanding of American history and their role as a citizen by meeting their
representative and senators and explore the sights around the nation’s capitol.
During the trip, you’ll see tons of sites, meet teens from across the country and gain
perspective on community and cooperatives.

If you want to be part of the fun...
Complete the Rural Electric Youth Tour
to Washington, D.C., application form
and submit it to Dakota Energy before
the March 15, 2020, deadline. For an
application visit www.dakotaenergy.
coop or your school counselor.

How the Participant is
Chosen…

For More Information
Contact:

Jodene Decker
jdecker@dakotaenergy.coop
Dakota Energy Cooperative
PO Box 830
40294 US Hwy 14
Huron, SD 57350
605-352-8591
www.dakotaenergy.coop
www.facebook.com/DakotaEnergy

Dakota Energy’s Selection
Committee will review and evaluate
all applications received. Students may
be asked to participate in an interview.
The committee will select two students to
represent Dakota Energy at this year’s event.

Application Deadline:
March 15, 2020

February 2020 | Cooperative Connections
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CO-OP NEWS

REASONS TO LOVE
YOUR ELECTRIC CO-OP
Delivering More than Just Electricity
Brenda Kleinjan
editor@sdrea.coop

From reliable energy to community involvement, there
are a lot of reasons why co-op members love their
electric cooperatives.

Co-Ops Are Local,
Community-Focused Organizations
Co-ops have a rich history of serving their members
and are facing the future with innovative ideas to help
their members and grow their local communities.
Local people helping out. From billing clerks to line
workers and every job in between, the people working
at your local electric cooperative are the ones you’ll see
in your communities. They are serving on volunteer
fire departments and as first responders, serving on
school boards and county commissions, as ushers at
church and as youth sports coaches.
8
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Sioux Valley Energy employees get final
instructions before embarking on their
meal delivery routes.

CO-OP NEWS
Some cooperatives have launched employee
community service days where local communities or
organizations benefit from a day of service, whether it
be a town clean up, restoring a rural cemetery, delivering meals to shut-ins or helping others in need.

Keeping Members Informed
Whether it’s through this magazine, which reaches
members each month or through social media
channels like Facebook and Twitter or mobile apps
like SmartHub, cooperatives continually strive to
inform their member-owners about events and issues
that matter. From a quick post or tweet about why the
power may have blinked or celebrating the achievements of area youth, co-ops are communicating
with their members and connecting them to their
community. As storms approach, co-ops offer helpful
tips for preparing for inclement weather and how to
deal with the aftermath of storms.

Helping Members Save Money
Co-op demand response and load management
programs have helped members save money for
decades. And now, with interactive tools like
SmartHub, an increasing number of co-op members
are accessing information about their home’s energy
use right from their mobile device or computer.
Several co-ops offer energy audits and other ways to
reduce energy use.
Appliance rebates, loans for heating and cooling
equipment and reduced rates for some energy use

Co-op member service personnel receive
training on blower door tests which can
be a useful tool in a home energy audit.

are offered by some
co-ops in the state.
Check with yours
to find out what
programs could
benefit you.

A participant on the
2019 Youth Excursion
to North Dakota gives
the view from the
Antelope Valley Station
power plant two
thumbs up.

Diversifying Energy
Resources

Cooperatives have
a history of using
an all-of-the-above
approach to meeting
members’ energy
needs. The first utility-scale wind project
in South Dakota was
built by co-ops and
several co-ops have
solar demonstration projects to help
members learn about
solar grid interconnection and other aspects of the resource.

Investing in Youth
When it comes to looking to the future, co-ops have
the youth in their communities in mind. Each year,
co-ops invest more than $100,000 in scholarships for
students pursuing further education at colleges or
technical schools. Dozens of
students have the opportunity
to go to Washington, D.C.,
for the annual rural electric
youth tour, courtesy of their
local electric cooperative.
Several co-ops in the state send
students on the four-day Youth
Excursion to North Dakota
each summer to explore energy
careers and cooperatives. And
throughout the school year,
Co-ops in the Classroom
and other safety
demonstrations visit
schools across the
region to help
younger students
learn about using
electricity wisely
and how so be safe
around it.

February 2020 | Cooperative Connections
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BOARD NEWS

November 2019
Board Meeting Summary
The Board of Directors of Dakota Energy
Cooperative met on Tuesday, Nov. 26,
2019, with Directors Allen, Binger,
Bushong, Dearborn, Duxbury, Gross,
Madison, Micheel and Peterson present.
Manager Felderman, Attorney Anderson,
Employees Decker, Kruse, Moncur and
Picek were also present.

Manager’s Report
Manager Felderman in his report reviewed
with the board the following items:
Energy sales, operating revenue and
expenses, power costs and line loss for
October.
Legislative updates.
East River Manager’s Meeting.
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
update.
Strategic Plan and Technology Plan for
2020.

Financial Report

SD Wind Energy Association.

Member Services Report

Greater Huron Development Corporation.

Manager Felderman reported on the
following items:

Office Services Report
Manager of Finance and Administration
Moncur reported on the following items:
Financial reports, connections and disconnects for October.
Capital Credit allocation & distribution
options.

Human Resources/
Communications Report
Manager of HR/Communications Decker
reported on the following items:
Employee health fair.

Manager of Operations Kruse reported on
the following items:

Touchstone Energy Scholar of the Week
presentation.

Construction, maintenance and outage
updates.

Home Emergency Lifeline Program sale
and transfer of accounts to Prairie Innovations will be effective Dec. 1st.

Verizon meters have been deployed to all
three-phase services.
Annual ethanol plant fall shutdown update.

Year-to-Date

18,608,197 kWh

198,038,498 kWh

Electric Revenues

$1,884,584

$20,157,512

Total Cost of Service

$1,794,056

$19,526,587

$152,504

$1,362,201

Margins

1.41

Meters per Mile of Line

Residential Average Monthly Usage and Bill
October 2019

1,282 kWh

$212.25

0.166 per kWh

October 2018

1,361 kWh

$201.81

0.148 per kWh

Wholesale power cost, taxes, interest, and depreciation accounted for 85.5% of DEC's
total cost of service.

IN CASE OF 1
2
OUTAGE€
€

Huron Regional Medical Center rural
economic development loan application
update.

Board Action
Board members considered and/or acted
upon the following matters:
Accepted the reports presented.
Approved revised policies, new auditors,
SD Wind Association 2020 membership
and selected Annual Meeting delegate and
alternate and Board of Directors nomination for South Dakota Rural Electric
Association.

Board Reports
Director Allen reported on East River’s
October 2019 regular board meeting.
The next regular monthly meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2019.

€ Check the fuses or breakers in your home or building in which €
you do not have power.
€ Check your breaker below your meter on the yard pole.
Some residential members may not have breakers.

€

3
4

10

Potential hazards update.

Operations Report

October 2019

kWh Sales

Wiring department workload.

€

€ If you still do not have power, call your neighbor to check if their €
electricity is also off.

€

€ Call Dakota Energy Cooperative at 605-352-8591 or 1-800-353-8591 €
immediately; do not wait for your neighbor to call in the outage.
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SAFETY

Why is my power
out?

When power goes out, we are working
hard to restore it
€TREES AND VEGETATION —
Branches, limbs or trunks can fall on
lines and vegetation (such as vines)
can grow around poles, lines or other
equipment. Ice and wind can make
matters worse. This is why we work
so hard to keep power lines and
equipment clear.
€ANIMALS — Occasional outages are
caused by animals. A bird on a wire
is harmless and safe for the bird if it
touches the line and nothing else.

We hate it when the power goes out just as
much as you do. When there is an outage,
we work hard to resume service as quickly
and safely as possible.
Many times, the reasons for outages are
beyond our control. Here are the main
reasons the power goes out:
€STORMS — Conditions brought on
by storms such as high winds, ice
and lightning can interrupt service.
Lightning itself does not impact
outages as much as people think, but it
can strike trees and cause branches or
even whole trees to fall on distribution
lines. Lightning can cause a problem,
however, if it strikes substation
equipment, such as a large transformer. Strong high winds and ice that
accumulates on lines can also impact
distribution.

Call Dakota
Energy for
your electrical
needs
Whether you are in need of residential
or commercial electrical services, our
electricians are qualified to meet your
every need. We offer wiring services
for your home, grain bin site, shop,
irrigation and more!
€ New construction and remodeling
projects

€ACCIDENTS — Cars, trucks, and farm
equipment that have a run-in with a
utility pole can cause an outage.

€ Generator system sales, installation
and service

€PUBLIC DAMAGE — Unsafe digging,
equipment or line damage, vandalism
or theft can all cause interruptions in
the energy chain.

€ Lighting – security, home or
business

€OVERLOAD — This happens where
demand spikes, such as when too many
air conditioners run on a hot summer
day, causing blackouts or brownouts.
€EQUIPMENT issues — We maintain
and inspect all our lines and equipment
regularly; however, sometimes
equipment malfunctions. We strive
to address any problem as soon as it
happens.
Please contact Dakota Energy at
605-352-8591 with questions about
outages or to learn more about the steps
we take to provide reliable service. For
more information about electrical safety,
visit SafeElectricity.org.

Follow us on
Facebook!
G @dakotaenergy

€ Underground locating and fault
repair
€ Electric troubleshooting
€ Trenching and backhoe
€ Nest Smart Home products sales,
installation and service

Call
605-352-8591
or 800-353-8591

l to r: Tyler Wipf, Jeff Gilbert, Greg Palmer, Amy Kempf,
Brandon Moore, Trevor Gerrits, Tayler Wipf
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COMMUNITY

Nemo 500 Outhouse Races
NAJA Shrine
Transportation
Fund for Kids
Benefits from
Outdoor Event
Brenda Kleinjan
editor@sdrea.coop

We called it the
Nemo 500 because
it sounded good.
When one thinks of racing, cars, horses
or motorcycles likely come to mind. But,
in the Black Hills community of Nemo,
outhouses – equipped with wheels, skis or
both – are the vehicle of choice.
While each outhouse must be equipped
with a seat with one hole, there are additional basic requirements in this competition designed to raise funds for the NAJA
Shrine Kids Transportation Fund.
First, each outhouse will have a rider. And
during the race, that rider will trade places
with a teammate.
“There always has to be someone on
the throne,” said Ervin “Red” Alspaw, a
Shriner with the Oasis of Deadwood and
one of the contacts for the race.
The outhouse must be at least five feet tall
and the door (if there is one) has to stay
open during the race.
The outhouse must have four walls and a
roof and the team’s name must be on each
of the walls.
“It’s a hoot,” said Alspaw.
Money raised at the event helps Shriners
cover the transportation expenses of some
630 children in western South Dakota
who seek care at Shriners Hospitals
12

A team prepares to race their
outhouse in the 2017 competition.

nationwide.
“We called it the Nemo 500
because it sounded good,” said
Troy Saye, race organizer and
owner of the Nemo Guest Ranch
where the event is held.
“We stepped it off a few years ago
and it’s actually about 970 feet.
You start at the restaurant and at
midway everyone runs around
the outhouse, retrieving a colored
roll of toilet paper which must be
placed in the correct order on a
plunger.
Alliterations, euphemisms
and creativity may make for
memorable team names, but
speed is the name of the game as
the fastest team to complete the
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Kids compete in the
scoop shovel races.

COMMUNITY

The Rules
OUTHOUSE RACE RULES and
STRUCTURE

The costumed Sesame Streak team
poses with their People’s Choice
outhouse trophy after the 2016 race.
race is the winner.
Winners in each of the age divisions
get an outhouse trophy hand-made
by Troy and Willie Saye.
The Sayes created the event after
a 2006 visit from Willie’s cousin,
shortly after they bought the Nemo
Guest Ranch.

Kids can compete in the Scoop
Shovel Races, but competitors must
provide their own scoop shovel.
If you’re going, check-in for the three
divisions is at 10 a.m. and race time
is 1 p.m. Preregister your team by
Feb. 1 to receive a T-shirt.

If you have a team but don’t have
an outhouse to
race in, contact
When we first
the Nemo
Guest Ranch to
started, we
see if theirs is
never imagined
available.

“He said he had
to get home for
an outhouse
race. We didn’t
know what it
was,” said Troy.
it would take off
The couple
Advice for firstresearched
time attendees?
the way it did.
the event and
Arrive early,
found that
dress warm and
several other
be prepared for
states held races. They developed
a bit of a walk (late-comers have had
their rules for the Nemo event. Early to park a half-mile away from the
races were held just for fun or to
event.)
raise money for different organizaAttendance at the event varies with
tions. The race has been a benefit for
the weather, Saye said. Crowds range
the NAJA Shrine Kids Transportafrom 1,000 people up to 2,400 people
tion Fund for the last eight or nine
when the race time temperature was
years.
53 degrees.
The creative names don’t stop at the
“You have got to see it to really enjoy
race team names. It takes a certain
it,” said Saye.
fortitude to dip a spoon into some
“When we first started, we never
of the entries in the chili cook-off
imagined it would take off the way it
contest where cooks serve up three
did,” said Saye.
gallons of chili with names like
“Presidential Poopers Chili” and
Interested? Visit nemo500.com for
“Dave’s Chunky Pork and Beef
more information or contact the
Chili.”
Nemo Guest Ranch at 605-578-2708.

1)ð Outhouse can only be human powered. No
electric-, solar- or gas-powered assistance.
The outhouse must have four walls, roof,
doorway and seat with at least one hole. It
may have a door, but the door must remain
securely open during the race.
2)ð The outhouse must be a minimum of nine
square feet at the base and a maximum
overall width not to exceed six feet
(including grasping or pushing devices). A
minimum height of five feet from the floor
to the highest point of the roof.
3)ð Any number and size of wheels or skis may
be used.
4)ð Any device for pushing or pulling the
outhouse may be used except ropes. All
pushing or pulling devices must be secured
solid.
5)ð Outhouses may be built form any material
but glass and must be structurally sound.
6)ð Each entry must have an outhouse name
that is to be displayed on each side of
the structure. Sponsors’ names may be
displayed anywhere on the outside.
7)ð There will be three age divisions. (Age
divisions will be determined by average
team ages. Add all team members’ ages and
divide by the number of team members.)
ð Division 1: Ages 12 to 25
ð Division 2: Ages 26 to 45
ð Division 3: Ages 46 and over

Good to know:
Teams consist of two to five people, one of
much must ride inside the outhouse.
Safety gear including helmets are required for
all members and ice cleats are recommended.
Outhouse passengers must be 12 years old or
older. Handles or seatbelts are required for the
outhouse passengers.
Teams’ dress is to reflect the theme of their
entry.
Teams make a mandatory pit stop at mid race
for a fire-drill. Each member must run around
the outhouse three times and the rider must
switch places with one of the pushers. Each
team member will be required to place a colorcoded roll of toilet paper on a color-coded
plunger in order of color scheme provided at
race time. The race will be timed from start to
finish, the objective is to get the lowest time
to win.
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Kianna Knutson and Shane Binger
left their 2018 wedding reception
with a sparkler send off.

YOUTH TOUR SPARKS
Participants Make Lifetime Connections
Brenda Kleinjan
editor@sdrea.coop

The annual Rural Electric Youth Tour is billed as a trip-of-a-lifetime,
which it is for the thousands of teenagers who have participated since it
began in 1963. But for a certain few, the weeklong trip filled with congressional visits, sight-seeing and co-op educational opportunities was more
life altering than they possibly dreamed.

Kianna and Shane, 2011
Kianna Knutson and Shane Binger participated in the 2011 trip. Kianna,
from Philip, S.D., represented West Central Electric Cooperative in
Murdo, S.D., while Shane, from Tulare, S.D., represented Northern
Electric Cooperative in Bath, S.D.
During the week of travel, the two would talk some and share experiences. A visit to the Pentagon Memorial was particularly memorable for
the two.
“For me, we hit it off right away on the tour,” said Kianna.
“But we went our separate ways. Whenever I’d head west, I’d try to stop in
Philip and see her,” said Shane. “We kept in touch until we got to SDSU
together.”
They started dating while attending South Dakota State University in
Brookings, S.D. Shane graduated in December 2015 and Kianna in May
2016 and the two married in September 2018. They live in Redfield, S.D.,
and Kianna works in Aberdeen while Shane works in Tulare.
“The Youth Tour was one of my most favorite trips,” said Kianna. “It was
a great way to meet people and make friends. It turned out one of them
stuck for life.”
14
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A sign at the Bingers’
wedding reception highlights
the sparks taht started with
their 2011 Youth Tour.

CO-OP NEWS

For Shane, an additional outcome of the
trip was that it sparked an interest in
politics.
“It was an opportunity to see congresspeople as actual people. That drove me to
go back and intern with Sen. John Thune
in 2015,” said Shane.

Riley and Kailee, 2009
Riley Schwader and Kailee Koester
attended the 2009 Youth Tour together.
Riley, of Winifred, S.D, represented
Central Electric Cooperative in Mitchell,
S.D., while Kailee of Redfield, represented
Northern Electric.
They married in June 2014 on the heels of
that year’s Youth Tour, which Riley’s sister
participated (as did Kianna Knutson’s
sister.)
The Schwaders live in Howard where
they raise their two sons and where
Kailee teaches fourth grade. The family
was recently featured in a “ReEnergizing
Rural” commercial talking about the
Co-ops in the Classroom project.

Doug and Roberta, 1973
Roberta Johnson, a 4-Her from Parker,
S.D., chosen to represent Turner County
and Doug Stoebner, a 4-Her from Olivet,
S.D., selected to represent Hutchinson
County, met on the 1973 Youth Tour as the
delegates for Turner-Hutchinson Electric
Cooperative (now Southeastern Electric
Cooperative), based in Marion, S.D.
“We started dating on Thursday, Oct. 18,
1973, when he asked me to go to the Hobo
Week street dance at SDSU,” said Roberta,
noting that Doug often wondered how she
could remember the date. “I told him it
was easy to remember because it was two
days before her sister got married.”
Things clicked for the two and they made
plans to marry.
“If I hadn’t been the South Dakota Pork
Queen, we probably would have been
married in December of 1975. But I
needed to be single to compete at the
national level, so Doug was willing to wait
until the national competition was held in
March of 1976. When someone else was
crowned the national pork queen, Doug
and I moved forward with our wedding

The Youth Tour was
one of my most
favorite trips.
plans and were married on Father’s Day,
June 20, 1976. Even without the title of
pork queen, I could still educate others
about the nutritional value and versatility
of pork when I became involved with the
Porkettes.”
The two graduated from SDSU with
majors in ag education and home
economics education and were preparing
to head to Marietta, Minn., when an
opportunity to take over his grandparents’
farm came up.
“Entering farming had been a long-range
goal, but when the farming opportunity
arrived earlier than expected, we accepted.
So, once again, Turner-Hutchinson
Electric influenced our lives since they
provided the electricity for our home and
farming operation.
We continued
farming until June
of 2006 when
Doug had surgery
for brain cancer.
Initially, we were
told the life expectancy for this type
of treatable, but
not curable, cancer
was 18 months to
two years. But by
God’s grace and
through hundreds
of prayers, he
has outlived that
life expectancy
by 11 years,” said
Roberta.
The two moved
into Menno in 2008
where Roberta
continues teaching
high school family
and consumer
sciences and middle
school social
studies.

Ethan and Vanessa, 2012
Ethan Ryberg of Buffalo Lake, Minn.,
was selected to represent McLeod Co-op
Power in Glencoe, Minn., on the 2012
Youth Tour, the same year that Vanessa
Peterson of Rosholt, S.D., was selected to
represent Traverse Electric Cooperative
in Wheaton, Minn. The two traveled with
the Minnesota Youth Tour delegation that
year.
While the two lived three hours apart,
they began dating that fall and in 2013,
they attended North Dakota State University in Fargo, N.D., together, majoring in
pharmacy.
After their 2019 graduation, they have
settled in the Bemidji area where they
both work.
Electric cooperatives in South Dakota and
Minnesota are once again taking applications for the annual Youth Tour to Washington, D.C. The 2020 participants might
not find their future mate, but they will
definitely have experiences of a lifetime.

The Schwaders live in
Howard where Kailee
teaches. They were
recently featured in
the electric cooperative
“ReEnergizing Rural”
campaign.
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DATELINE

December 15-March 31

South Dakota snowmobile
trails season, Lead, SD,
605-584-3896

January 24-25

Pro Snocross Races,
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876

January 25-26

Photo courtesy: travelsouthdakota.com

Dakota Territory Gun
Collectors Gun Show,
National Field Archery
Building, Yankton, SD,
701-361-9215

January 31-February 2

12th Annual Winterfest of
Wheels, Convention Center,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-231-3100

January 31-February 2
Winterfest, Lead, SD,
605-584-1100

January 31-February 9

Annual Black Hills Stock Show
& Rodeo, Rapid City, SD,
605-355-3861

February 1

Lake Hendricks Fishing Derby,
Hendricks, MN, 507-828-2113

February 1

Living History Fair, Brookings
Renegades, LATI, Watertown,
SD, 605-693-4589, dhuebner@
itctel.com

February 1-2

Dakota Territory Gun
Collectors Gun Show, Dakota
Event Center, Aberdeen, SD,
701-361-9215

February 8-9

Dakota Territory Gun
Collectors Gun Show,
Convention Center, Sioux
Falls, SD, 701-361-9215

February 10-16

Frost Fest, Brookings, SD,
605-692-6125

March 14: 28 Below Fatbike Race,
Ride and Tour, Lead, SD, 605-641-4963

February 14

Snow Ball, Brookings, SD,
605-692-6700

February 15-16

Dakota Territory Gun
Collectors Gun Show,
Ramkota Hotel, Pierre, SD,
701-361-9215

February 21

KORN and Breaking Benjamin,
Rapid City, SD, 605-394-4111

February 21-22

Mardi Gras Weekend,
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876

February 22

Cabin Fever Games, Yankton,
SD, 605-665-8994

February 22-23

48th Annual Farm, Home &
Sports Show, Ramkota Hotel,
Pierre, SD 605-224-1240

February 26

The Harlem Globetrotters,
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Barnett Arena, Rapid City, SD,
605-394-4111

February 27-March 1

April 3-4

March 14-15

April 17-19

35th Annual SD State Dart
Tournament, Rushmore Plaza
Civic Center, Rapid City, SD,
605-394-4111
Dakota Territory Gun
Collectors Gun Show, Davison
County Fairgrounds, Mitchell,
SD, 701-361-9215

March 18, June 11,
August 13 and October 8

Kids Mystery Dinner Theater,
Brookings, SD, 605-692-6700

March 20-21, 27-28

Annual Schmeckfest,
Freeman, SD, 605-925-4237

March 21-22

Dakota Territory
Gun Collectors Gun Show,
Codington County Ag
Building, Watertown, SD,
701-361-9215

March 28

Annual Ag Day at the
Washington Pavilion,
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-6000

Forks, Corks and Kegs Food,
Wine and Beer Festival,
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876
or 800- 999-1876
First Dakota Classic Archery
Tournament, Yankton, SD,
605-260-9282

April 18

Design Challenge, Sioux Falls,
SD, 605-731-2348

April 25

River Rat Marathon, Yankton,
SD, 605-660-9483
To have your event
listed on this page, send
complete information,
including date, event,
place and contact to your
local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address
and daytime telephone
number. Information must
be submitted at least
eight weeks prior to your
event. Please call ahead
to confirm date, time and
location of event.

